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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 

045964 

R 290945Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6841 
INFO AMCONSUL ASMARA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 12730 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS 

SUBJECT: KIDNAPPING OF ITALIAN CITIZEN IN ASMARA 
REF: ASMARA 906 

1. SO FAR AS WE KNOW, ITALIAN EMBASSY HERE UNAWARE OF ANY ASPECT 
OF GOI ASSISTANCE TO USG IN KAGNEW FOUR MATTER, OR OF OTHER USG 
EFFORTS VIA ICRC, CERTAIN ARAB COUNTRIES, SUDAN MEETING. ETC. 

2. NOW THAT ITALIAN CITIZEN JOINS OTHER KIDNAPPEES IN HANDS OF 
ERITREANS, DEPART SHOULD WEIGH (A) DESIRABILITY MAXIMIZING 
POSSIBILITY OF UNITED USG-UK-GOI FRONT IN REFUSAL TO NEGOTIATE BY 
INFORMING ITALIANS OF OTHER USG EFFORTS, AGAINST (B) RISKS OF 
LEAKS, FOR INSTANCE THROUGH ITALIAN COMMUNITY IN ETHIOPIA, 
CONCERNING THOSE USG EFFORTS. 

3. WE SUPPOSE KEY FACTOR WILL BE STAUNCHNESS OF GOI ATTITUDE 
TOWARD NEGOTIATIONS AND RANSOM, AND WE CANNOT ASSESS THAT HERE. 
IF GOI LIKELY TO NEED STIFFENING, BRIEFINGS IN ROME WOULD SEEM 
ADVISABLE, AND IF THIS IS DONE, WE WOULD HOPE TO BE AUTHORIZED 

TO GIVE PARALLEL, PERHAPS LESS DETAILED, INFORMATION TO ITALIAN 
EMBASSY ADDIS. 
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